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FOREIGN RAIIO REACTION 0 THE FALL OF DIEN BIEN PHU

Weatern Reection:

Western radios pay trivute to the heroiss of the Dden Bien Phu
defenders, deplcting the batile as a syrbel of Prench sacrifice in behalf
of the entire Iree world., There are expressions of hope that the Western
attltude mey stiffen, counterbaianced by fear that the Communist viclory
mey dengerously affect troop morale and thet the West's position in Censva
ngy be weskened,

Outright cenaurs of french palicy comes from Madrid, which ealls the
surrender of the fortress a congequence of French weakness and sees as
the only realistic Western course & return to "the difficull policy of
witimatun proposed by Dulles.® The broadcast forssess "l slow unfolde
ing of & Potsdan for Asia" unless a harder Weaitern stand io sssumed,
Oernan brosdossiers, pointing out thet much Serman blood hus been shed
in the Dien Bien Phu battle, cell the outcome of the fight & Yiragic mis-
caioulation® on the pmrt of the French. "ihose who turned the jungle
eutpost intd sometilng like & lsst bulwark snd aymbol of wWeslern resise
tance ars solely rssponsible if the west enters ihe Indoching confersnce
in bed sheps,* the terlin TELEQRAF declares. Ausirian comment follows
the Oermen line, noting the sacprifice of Cerman blovd, stressing the in-
sxtricable link between Europe snd Asla, and critiecising Prance for
allowing Cermens to give their lives for France while preventing them
from contributing to Buropsan defense.

French newspepers, guoted by the Paris radio, generally call for a
reassessnent of French policy, the rightewing press underscoring the
urgant need for Lestern unity et Ceneve and left-wing papers demanding
"nagotiation of au honorsble pesce.” The conservative ¥Figero™ says
that Dien Blen Phu fell "because we did ot know how to eenduct this
war® and expresses the hope that the shock of losing the foriress w«ill
lead 40 & deterxined stend at Gensva, ATV reports that parlismentayy
cifgles believe the French Assesbly may reopan the Indochina debate
postponed by yeaterday's confidence wte,

The Saigon radio publiecizes Laniel's Assemily stalement and Navarre's
order of the dmy, AFP reporis from Selgon that clviliesns there fesr that
the 1ife of Prench citipens in Vietnan may now becoms impossille and that
the United States ngy decide o step in, with the inevitable comsequence
of Chinese Commundst intervention. From Cemeva, AFF quoles the head of
the Leotian delegation ay declaring mt his peopls Tare organising to
helt the inwasion,”
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Australists External Affairs iinister Cssey decleres that the world
would walcone & pesitive stetement by Laniel pledging & continued French
fight, Ceasey doems this esmential for s fevorsble Censve settlement,
The Kerashi radie publicises President Eisenlowsrts reference to Dien
Bien Phu 28 & aymbol of free world determination and Secretary Dullest
Buggestion that the fall of the fortress msy result in a herdeming of
Western purposo, :
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Comminiast Comment:

Moscow bes not yet rescted to Dien Bien'Phu‘s fall beysad quoting

& REUTERS smnouncement. Peking, bovever, is videly publieizing the
official Ho Govermment rsdio smnowncement thet the lsst bastion hed
fallen, that the entire French command sector at Muong Thenh hed surres-
dered “sfter the enemy in various poste came out with white flags, that
"all fleeing troops wvere aanikilated' by 10 p.m. on 7 My, and that all
firing had cessed. There is no apecific mention of General De Castries.
Peking and Ho Government broadcasts deseribe the "Pecple’s Army  sotion
88 & complete victory.' _

The Cominform's brosdcsst to Italy ealls an Indochina cease~fire ‘more
than ever necessary,” snd the Vienns RAVAG's Russian Hour stresses thst
‘all of Frence 15 against this war. Bucbarest says that the French
conpider the var “irremediably lost’ and that the only way out is negotis~
tion at QGeneva. The Freoch defeat, the broadcast 88ys, "is a lesson to
the imperialist sggressors who do not went to understand that the era of
colonializm is gome forever.  The brosdesst echoes recent Soviet propa-
gends to the effect that the American superbvombers and war mesterial eould
not save the Franch "colonialists in their “unjust war,” and the Vienna
Commmist press similarly stresses that the Freanch fortress was lost
“despite” Americen aid.

Boviet press spokesman Ilyichev is quoted by RAVAG to support the
contention that Wastern dalliance at Gepeva is solely responsible for
the failure to reach an agreement on a cease-fire and evacustion of the
wounded st Dien Bien Phu, with the consequent loss of thoussnds of Franch
lives. Iiyichev streased thet the postponement of the talks on Indochina,
at vhich the evacuation of the wounded was to have been discussed, wns at
the request of the Yest, and that “not one French delegate took any step
to save the life of even a single wounded soldier at Dien Bien Phu.
RAVAG says that the Western delegetes worked to save only Lanlel, not the
soldiers.
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